THE  PRESENT DAY
spoken like a real statesman. They did as they were
told.
But, unlike the rest of them, Salazar had a definite
political doctrine to put forward. He had been power-
fully influenced by Charles Maurras,1 He has stated
that it is to him he owes the idea of strong
government, the distinction between demophily and
democracy. clt is because we love the people', says
Salazar, 'that we, for our part, do not want to have the
governing power scattered over all their heads3.
Salazar's essential principles aim at the restoration of
a code of justice and morality in the State based on
Christianity and transcending the rights of the State.
In short, the constant subordination of private interests
to the interests of the nation as a whole is for him no
platitude, but a living maxim.
Salazar's first task as president was to set the country's
finances on a sound basis. To accomplish that end he
contented himself with quite a simple programme, in
marked contrast to the socialists who accompany'every
effort at economic restoration with a total destruction
of the existing state of things, in order to make room for
some new-fangled system as complex as it is problematic.
But if Salazar's programme was simple, he took care that
there should be no deviation from it, not so much as a
hair's breadth, in its application.
1 It behoves us here to point out the influence -which French writers have
had on the revolutionary movements of modern Europe. There is Mussolini.
He too, is not unacquainted with the ideas of Charles Maurras. Lenm was
enlightened by Georges Sorel's Reflections on Violence. The Young Turks
borrowed the notion of a Turkey distinct from the Arab world and separated
from Islam, from Le"on Cahun's Introduction to the History of Asia. Finally
Hitler's racial ideas come straight out of Gobineau.
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